Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 VIENTI 00058 110641Z 
ACTION EA-09 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO PM-04 NSC-05 SP-02 SS-15 CIAE-00 
INR-07 NSAE-00 DODE-OO PRS-01 /056 W 

110645Z 000838/12 

R 1 10525Z JAN 77 
FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7555 
INFOR /AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 7515 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 
CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 0058 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINS PFOR MOPS LA VN TH 

SUBJECT: REPORT OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS ON THAI BORDER 

1 . A LAO TRUCK DRIVER WHO ARRIVED IN VIENTIANE FROM 
PAKSE THREE WEEKS AGO TOLD A LAO STUDENT WHO IN TURN 
TOLD EMBOFF JANUARY 9, 1977 THAT THERE WAS AT LEAST 
ONE BATTALION OF VIETNAMESE SOLDIERS IN CAMPS SPREAD 
ALONG THE MEKONG RIVER BETWEEN SE BANG FAI, SOUTH OF 
THAKHEK, AND A POINT THIRTY KILOMETERS NORTH OF 
SAVANNAKHET. THE TRUCK DRIVER REPORTEDLY SAID HE SAW 
ABOUT TEN TRACKED VEHICLES AND MANY GUNS HE DESCRIBED 
AS 'BIG '. HE NOTED TO STUDENT THAT THE GUNS WERE 
TRAINED ACROSS THE MEKONG RIVER. 

2. A SEPARATE LAO SOURCE RESIDENT IN VIENTIANE TOLD 
EMBOFF THE SAME DAY THAT HE HAD BEEN TOLD BY A LAO 
PILOT THAT SEVERAL THOUSAND VIETNAMESE TROOPS WERE 
STATIONED AT DONG HENE (WD3146) AS OF EARLY JANUARY. 

THIS IS THE SITE OF AN OLD FRENCH MILITARY CAMP JUST 
WEST OF SAVANNAKHET. THE PILOT, WHO HAD BEEN BASED IN 
PAKSE UNTIL HIS TRANSFER TO VIENTIANE JANUARY 6, ALSO 
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REPORTEDLY SAID THAT VIETNAMESE TROOPS DRESSED IN LAO 
UNIFORMS WERE STATIONED INSIDE THE TOWN OF PAKSE. 

3. THE VIETNAMESE TROOPS NORTH OF SAVANNAKEHT 
REPORTEDLY TOLD THE TRUCK DRIVER THAT THEY HAD COME TO 
HELP THE LAO FLUSH OUT THE RESISTANCE MOVEMENT. 
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4. THE DRIVER SAID HE HAD BEEN FRIGHTENED BY THE 
VIETNAMESE AFTER THEY STOPPED AND QUESTIONED HIM FOR 
SEVERAL HOURS. THE REPORTEDLY ACCUSED HIM OF BEING A 
SPY FOR THE RESISTANCE FORCES BECAUSE HE SLOWED HIS 
TRUCK TO LOOK AT THE VIETNAMESE CAMPS. THE STUDENT 
RUEFULLY REMAKED TO EMBOFF, "NOW WE LAO ARE ACCUSED 
OF BEING SPIES IN OUR OWN COUNTRY BY FOREIGN TROOPS." 

5. ALTHOUGH EMBOFF SPOKE DIRECTLY WITH THE TRUCK 
DRIVER HE WOULD NOT DISCUSS THE DEPLOYMENT OF VIET- 
NAMESE TROOPS ALONG THE MEKONG. HE DID TELL EMBOFF, 
HOWEVER, THAT ROUTE 13 FROM PAKSE TO VIENTIANE WAS 
VULNERABLE AND OFTEN ATTACKED BY RESISTANCE FORCES. 

HE SAID THAT DURING THE ENTIRE TRIP. A PROTECTIVE 
CONVOY OF LPLA SOLDIERS WAS REQUIRED ONLY FOR THE 
STRETCH BETWEEN SAVANNAKHET AND THAKHEK. HE WAS PART 
OF A CARAVAN OF TRUCKS WHICH BROUGHT COFFEE FROM 
PAKSE TO VIENTIANE AND ARE TO TRANSPORT GASOLINE BACK. 
THE TRUCK DRIVER FLASHED A WORRED LOOK AS HE ADDED 
THAT HE DREADED THE DANGEROUS TRIP HOME. 

6. COMMENT: WE NOTE THAT THE LPLA ONLY REQUIRED THAT 
THE COMMERICAL CARAVAN BE ESCORTED BY LAO TROOPS 
ALONG ROUTE 13 THROUGH THE REGION IN WHICH SRV TROOPS 
WERE DEPLOYED. THE INTENT MAY HAVE BEEN TO LIMIT 
OBSERVATION OF THE SRV DEPLOYMENT (PARA 4) RATHER THAN 
TO PROTECT THE CARAVAN. 

CORCORAN 

CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TROOP DEPLOYMENT, MILITARY BUILDUP 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 11 -Jan-1 977 12:00:00 am 
Decaption Date: 01 -Jan-1 960 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977VIENTI00058 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770009-1098 
Format: TEL 
From: VIENTIANE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 97701 61 /aaaacbjm. tel 

Line Count: 89 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Message ID: 1d052fdb-c288-dd11-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Office: ACTION EA 

Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Jan-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3621295 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: REPORT OF VIETNAMESE TROOPS ON THAI BORDER 
TAGS: PINS, PFOR, MOPS, LA, VN, TH 
To: STATE BANGKOK 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/1 d052fdb-c288-dd1 1 -92da-001 cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



